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Risk Benefit Assessment: Den building 

Prepared by: Jade Ashford         Review date: 21/4/18 

Date: 2/3/18           Other RA’s referred to: Using tools RBA 

 

 

Activity/Hazard 
 

Benefit 
 

Risks  
Level of 

risk 

(use 

Matrix) 

 

Control methods 
New level 

of risk 

(use 

Matrix) 

L C L  L C L 

Using ropes -fine motor development 

-team work 

-resilience 

-perseverance 

-using ropes for a purpose 

-achieving 

-creativity 

 

Strangulation 

 

Being trapped by a rope 

U
n

lik
e

ly
 

C
a

ta
stro

p
h

ic 

H
ig

h
 

-Model and discuss use of ropes 

-Correct ratios 

-Be aware of how many ropes we have 

-Ropes to be accounted for at end 

-Assess suitability of ropes prior 

-Process praise the chn 

 

R
a

re
 

M
o

d
e

ra
te

 

Lo
w

 

Using tarp -Shelter 

-Teamwork 

-independence skills 

-perseverance 

-resilience 

 

Suffocation R
a

re
 

C
a

ta
stro

p
h

ic 

H
ig

h
 

-Model and discuss use of tarps 

-Ensure tarps used follow safety requirements 

-Correct ratios 

-Carry out head counts 

-Check the weather and area prior to use 

-Process praise the chn 

 

R
a

re
 

M
o

d
e

ra
te

 

Lo
w

 

Using logs/branches -Gross motor skills 

-Purposeful 

-Shelter 

-Independence 

 

Being hit by a long/branch 

 

Dropping on a limb 

P
o

ssib
le

 

M
a

jo
r 

H
ig

h
 

-Teach rules on travelling with logs/branches 

(drag branch if longer than arm) 

-Explain how to work as a team if transporting 

heavy log/branch 

 

R
a

re
 

M
in

o
r 

Lo
w

 

Using pegs -Physical development 

-Purposeful 

-Creativity 

-Achieving 

-Safety 

 

Stabbing P
o

ssib
le

 

C
a

ta
stro

p
h

ic 

E
xtre

m
e

 

-Use plastic pegs 

-Demonstrate how to carry with pegs 

-Count pegs 

-Pegs to all be accounted for at the end 

-See Using tools RBA for using mallets 

 

R
a

re
 

M
in

o
r 

Lo
w
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Tying ropes to trees -Using knot skills 

-Shelter 

-Perseverance 

-Resilience 

-Achieving 

-Independence 

-Life skills 

 

Tripping 

 

Walking into rope 

P
o

ssib
le

 

M
o

d
e

ra
te

 

H
ig

h
 

-Use bright ropes or attach ribbons for 

awareness 

-Ensure ratio is correct 

-Modelling 

-Teach about tree suitability 

-Assess trees prior and tape off any dead 

wood 

U
n

lik
e

ly
 

M
in

o
r 

Lo
w

 

Large objects falling 

from canopy 

-Shelter 

-Independence 

-using natural world for a 

purpose 

 

 

Death U
n

lik
e

ly
 

C
a

ta
stro

p
h

ic 

H
ig

h
 

-Check weather prior 

-Assess trees prior and tape off any dead 

wood 

-pick suitable area to carry out activity 

R
a

re
 

M
a

jo
r 

M
o

d
e

ra
te

 

Small objects falling 

from canopy 

-Shelter 

-Independence 

-using natural world for a 

purpose 

 

Bump 

 

Bruise 

Lik
e

ly
 

M
in

o
r 

M
o

d
e

ra
te

 

-Check weather prior 

-Assess trees prior 

-Pick suitable area to carry out activity 

P
o

ssib
le

 

M
in

o
r 

M
o

d
e

ra
te
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Risk Matrix 

   Consequence 

  
Li

k
e

li
h

o
o

d
 

 Insignificant Minor Moderate Major Catastrophic 

Almost 

certain Moderate High High Extreme Extreme 

Likely 

Moderate Moderate High Extreme Extreme 

Possible 

Low Moderate High High Extreme 

Unlikely 

Low Low Moderate High High 

Rare 

Low Low Low Moderate High 

 


